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Although Muddy creek M i l l  can be assigned three de f in i t e  eighteenth 
century building periods from between 1750 and 1800, the building stands 
today as a v i sua l ly  integrated un i t  of late-eighteenth-century vernacular 
indus t r ia l  archi tecture .  Characterized by i t s  steep gable roof shingled 
with Buckinghm s l a t e  and broken by a double t i e r  of dormer windows, the  
Muddy Creek M i l l  is a la rge  two-story s t ruc ture  with two half  s t o r i e s  and 
r e s t s  on a down slope basement. The basement and f i r s t  f loor  of the m i l l  
a re  b u i l t  of loca l  sandstone l a i d  up i n  rubble masonry. A date  stone from 
1785 i n i t i a l e d  " R J .  (Richard James)/ CL. Moren M (mason)" s e t  i n  the  
ex te r ior  of the south end wall cornemorates the mi l l ' s  second building 
period. The bui lding 's  second f loor  i s  brick l a id  i n  Flemish bond without 
the use of glazed header patterns o r  rubbed brickwork common t o  many eighteerlth- 
century buildings.While portions of the second f loor  walls show various periods 
of repa i r .  par t icu le r ly  the southeast comer of the building,  most of the 
masonry i s  o r ig ina l  and unaltered,  even re ta ining i n  places the  eighteenth- 
century mason's tooled mortar joints .  I n  contras t  t o  the f i r s t  two f loors ,  
the top two half  s t o r i e s  are  of frame construction with frame gable ends 
sheathed with beaded weatherboards. The en t i r e  s t ruc ture  was a t  one time 
heated by two corner c h h ~ e y s ,  one each in  the  northwest and southwest 
corners of the  building, although the l a t t e r  has been p a r t i a l l y  destroyed. 

Although the Muddy Creek M i l l  i s  known t o  have run a t  l e a s t  four stands 
of buhrs i n  the  ear ly  nineteenth century, the  grinding apparatus was 
converted t o  r o l l e r  mi l l s  around 1910. On the  f i r s t  f loor  of the m i l l  how- 
ever, one stand of millstones continued i n  operation producing corn meal and 
feed u n t i l  the m i l l  ceased production i n  the 1950's. Except f o r  t h i s  run 
of stones and discarded s e t  of French buhrs the f i r s t  f loor  of the  m i l l  i s  
largely vacant although a small o f f i c e  space remains i n  the northwest 
corner of the  building. This small o f f ice ,  a r a r e  survival  of its kind, i s  
characterized by i t s  simple v e r t i c a l  board pa r t i t i on  walls,  double beaded 
chairboard and hanging corner cupboard with H hinges. 

The second f loo r  of the  m i l l  contains a s i x  break r o l l e r  m i l l  system 
manufactured by the Salem Machine and Foundry Works of Salem, Virginia.  I n  
addit ion t o  i ts  complement of r o l l e r  mi l l s ,  the  second f loor  a l so  contains 
e levators ,  f lour  packing equipnent and a second corner o f f i c e  of l a t e r  date. 
The th i rd  and fourth f loors  of t he  m i l l  contain various pieces of bol t ing 
and s i f t i n g  equipment including bran r e e l s ,  r o l l i ng  bo l te rs ,  shaking s i f t e r s  
and creepers.  Thro~~ghout the  m i l l  a re  hor izontal ly  battened Dutch doors 
including several  with or ig ina l  hardware. Similarly the m i l l  r e t a in s  much 
of i:s six-over-six sash on the upper leve ls  and simple wooden g r i l l s  on the 
lower f loors .  

Water power for  the m i l l  was or ig ina l ly  channeled from a dam approximate:.y 
three hundred yards upstream, through a long earthen race and onto a s ing le  
overshot wooden waterwheel. This system was removed i n  the  ear ly  twentieth 
century and replaced with the current arrangement of a concrete dam a t  the  
south end of t he  m i l l  which directed water through a concrete race onto a 
pair  of tandem mixed flow water turbines.  Located i n  a concrete penstock 
d i r e c t l y  under the southeast corner of the m i l l  these turbines operated 
independent of each o ther ,  the f i r s t  being adjusted from the f i r s t  f l oo r  t o  
run a s ing le  stand of millstones through a simple system of d i r ec t  gearing, 
while the second turbine,  controlled from the second f loo r ,  transmitted i t s  

ower t o  the r o l l e r  mi l l s ,  elevators and bo l t e r s  by b e l t  drive.  ~ l t h o u g h  2 L  - -- - - -- - -- 
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As an example of ear ly  American technology the Muddy Creek M i l l  re-  
f l e c t s  through numerous descriptions surviving i n  courthouse deeds and 
N t u a l  Assurance Society pol ic ies  an extremely well documented instance of 
the technological evolution of a par t icu la r  i ndus t r i a l  s t ruc tu re  from i t s  
f i r s t  building period i n  the mid-eighteenth century t o  i t s  f i n a l  additions 
i n  1911. Described as a manufacturing m i l l  i n  the ear ly  nineteenth century, 
Eiuddy Creek X i 1 1  produced f lour  and other water-ground products for  both 
loca l  consumption and t rade  on the James River Canal throughout the  ninetee:ith 
century. From the replacement of the  or ig ina l  composite "Cologne buhrs" 
with four runs of so l id  millstones short ly  a f t e r  1792 t o  the  i n s t a l l a t i on  
of a complement of Salem Roller Mills  i n  the ear ly  twentieth century, the  
Muddy Creek M i l l  remained a working cormnercial enterpr ise  for  almost two 
hundred years u n t i l  it ceased operation i n  the 1950's. I 
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Begun in  the  t h i rd  quarter of the eighteenth century, the  e a r l i e s t  
portion of Muddy Creek M i l l  was erected by Nicholas Davies on Muddy Creek 
approximately one mile from i t s  confluence with the James River. By 1785 
the m i l l  building had achieved i t s  present dimensions under the  ownership 
of Richard James, and by the l a t e  eighteenth century the m i l 1  had acquired 
i t s  present appearance under a joint  agreement f i l e d  i n  the Cumberland 
County Courts i n  March of 1792 between Richard James and "John Cunningham, 
Edward Cu~ingham and Edward Dillon, Merchants and partners." The agreemen: 
specified tha t  Richard James r a i s e  the m i l l  to  i ts  present e levat ion as  a 
condition i n  a ten  year lease.  Throughout the  eighteenth and ea r ly  nineteenth 
century the Muddy Creek M i l l  was referred t o  i n  the p lura l  because of the 
practice of noting mil l ing operations which ran mare than one run of m i l l -  
stones as m i l l s .  

The focal point of the small and picturesque community of Tmworth, 
- / Nuddy Creek M i L l  was associated with now vanished blacksmith's, cooper's 

and sawyer's shops as well  as the surviving mi l l e r ' s  house, b r ick  s t o r e  and Y l  nearby eigh~eenth-century farm complex. Distinguished by its unusual 

CJ arch i tec tura l  character  the  m i l l ,  b u i l t  of stone, br ick and frame, i s  an 

Y) 
exceptionally la rge  eighteenth-century indus t r ia l  building measuring 
approximately th i r ty -e igh t  by seventy-seven f e e t  and is the  o l ~ l y  known 

, extant m i l l  s t ruc tu re  i n  Virginia with a double t i e r  of dormer windows. In  
I 

I 
addition t o  i t s  d i s t i nc t ive  appearance the  Muddy Creek M i l l  a l so  re ta ins  
almost a l l  of the  early-twentieth-century grinding bol t ing machinery which 
replaced the earl.ier millstones and s i f t i n g  equipment arousd 1910. 



F o m  10-aOo UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IHTERlOR STITS 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

M A T I O N A L  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  

INVENTORY - HQMlNATlOM FORM Cumberland 1 1 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 1 1 

t E l l T l l l N U Y . E I  DATE 
(Continuation Sheet) I 

I (~rmrber ~ I I  snrri~a> 

B.H. 

I 

! 

t h e  Muddy Creek M i l l  is p resen t ly  i d l e ,  t he  s t r u c t u r e ,  gear ing  and machinery 
a r e  a l l  i n t a c t  and d e s p i t e  r ecen t  f lood damage could again  be made operable .  

The nucleus o f  the  small  cumuni ty  of Tamworth, Muddy Creek M i l l  i.s 
surrounded by s e v e r a l  a s soc ia t ed  s t r u c t u r e s .  Among these  r e l a t e d  bu i ld ings  is 
a b r i c k  s t o r e  b u i l t  around 1800. Character ized by Flemish-bond w a l l s  on rubble  
s tone  masonry foundations,  t he  s t o r e  was a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  c e n t u r y ,  
including roof and i n t e r i o r  modif ica t ions  and the  cons t ruc t ion  of a  frame wing 
onto the  n o r t h  wa l l .  Distinguished by i t s  well-executed, s h i n g l e - s t y l e  pediment2d 
gables  with louvered l u n e t t e s ,  segmentally arched windows wi th  s ix-over-s ix  
sash  and f i n e  ba t tened s h u t t e r s , t h i s  modest bu i ld ing  s t i l l  se rves  a s  t h e  l o c a l  
Post Of f i ce  and genera l  s t o r e .  Behind the  s t o r e  i s  an extremely a l t e r e d  ea r ly -  
n ine teenth  -century frame m i l l e r ' s  house. 

Overlooking t h e  Muddy Creek M i l l ,  s t o r e  and m i l l e r ' s  house from an 
adjacent  h i l l  i s  a  la te-e ighteenth-century  farmhouse. Before ea r ly - twen t i e th -  
century  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h i s  siruple frame bui ld ing  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by i t s  three-  
bay f i r s t - f l o o r  facade capped by a two-bay second-story l e v e l .  To t h e  r e a r  o f  
the  bui ld ing  was a  shed a d d i t i o n  with a  r a t h e r  l a r g e  e x t e r i o r  end chimney. The 
main block of t h e  house was served by two e x t e r i o r  end chimneys b u i l t  of b r i c k  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. Modem a l t e r a t i o n s  included t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a c e n t r a ,  
bay a t  t he  second-story l e v e l  o f  the  house, t he  removal of a  mid-nineteenth- 
century  porch, the  demoli t ion o f  the  e a r l y  shed wing and t h e  replacement of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s ix-over-nine sash  wi th  modern two-over-two sash .  I n  t h e  yard of 
the  house i s  a well-preserved frame da i ry .  Sheathed wi th  beaded weatherboard, 
t h i s  la te -e ighteenth-century  outbui ld ing  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  noteworthy f o r  i t s  
bat tened door, o r i g i n a l  sawn-work ven t s  and s l a t e  roof .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  extarit  bui ld ings  i n  t h e  Muddy Creek M i l l  commllnity 
a r e  t h e  s i t e s  of va r ious  a s soc ia t ed  s t r u c t u r e s  inc luding a cooper ' s  shop, 
blacksmith 's  shop and saw m i l l .  
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